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In Ephesians 5:2, we read that Christ loved us and gave Himself
for us, an offering and a sacrifice to God for asweet smelling
aroma. Thisverse uses a sweet smelling aroma as a metaphor
for the pleasing nature of Christ's atoning work in the estimation
of God the Father. God the Father took pleasure in the sacrificial
work of Christ because He saw Christ's death upon the cross as
an act of love and reconciliation. This pleasure God hasin the
cross is anal ogous to the pleasure we experience when we smell
the fragrance of a scented candle or the aromaof adelicious
meal.

| believe we can also use this metaphor of an aromato describe
the general spirit or atmosphere of ahome. Every home has an
atmosphere, aprevailing spirit. The opinions, the passions, the
prejudices of afamily permeate ahouse just assurely asthe air
which all the occupants breath. Doug Wilson in his book

Refor mingM ar riage uses this metaphor and asksthefollowing
attention getting and thought provoking question:

"How would you describe the spiritual aroma of your
home? When visitors arrive, before virtually anythingis
said or done, what isone of thefirst thingsthey notice
about your family?Inmany cases, it isthe aroma. Do they




feel asthough abad attitude crawled under your
refrigerator and died? Or do they think someone has been
baking spiritual bread in the kitchen all afternoon?"

That isa very challenging question which wetoo often fail to
consider. Our problem isthat an offensive odor issomething a
person can get used to and become unaware of . After continuous
exposure to a pervasive smell for alength of time, our noses
become desensitized. When | wasyoung, my father worked in
an old mercantile store. For atime, one of our relativeswas
raising pigs, and my father told me that everyone noticed the
smell when our relative came into the store. Everyone, that is,
except him. Hedidn't smell athing. When it comesto
determining thedistinctive aromaof our homes, sometimeswe
need the help of otherswhose noses have not been desensiti zed.

The spiritual aromaof amarriage arises not so much from
outward actions. Anyone can go through the motions, especially
for the benefit of an audience. The spiritual aroma of amarriage
arises from the innermost attitudes of the heart. For amarriage
to have a sweet smelling savor, the husband must love hiswife
sacrificially, and the wife must respect her husband
submissively.

These arethe Biblically defined roles for the husband and wife
found in Ephesians chapter five. The husband must love hiswife
enough to diefor her. Thewife must respect her husband
enough to livefor him.




Psychologically, amanistask oriented. He can so focus on his
tasksin life that he forgets the importance of his personal
relationship with hiswife. What awoman fearsmost is
abandonment, and she so appreciatesknowing that her husband
loves her unconditionally. It isthe husband'sresponsibility to
maintain the security in the relationship by loving hiswife
sacrificialy.

Psychologically, awoman is more peopl e oriented and
relationship oriented. She can so focus on the emotional and
relational aspects of marriage that she forgets the importance of
thejob her husband isdoing as head of the household. What a
man fears most isfailure, and he so appreciates knowing that his
wife respects him for the job heistrying to do. It isthe wife's
responsibility to bring order to the relationship by respectfully
submitting to her husband'sleadership. When awife doesthat,
then truly aman'shomeishiscastle.

Inaprevious sermon, wefocussed more on the husband's
responsibilities. Today, in the spirit of "what's good for the
gander isgood for the goose," we are going to focus more on the
wife's responsibilities.

L et's begin with what ismost basic, and that is submission and
obedience. Wefind thisresponsibility in Titus 2:5, which says
that sheisto be"obedient to her own husband." Theword here
translated "obedient” is a passive participle of the verb
trandated "submit" in Ephesians 5, where we read in verse 22:

"Wives, submit to your own husbands, astothelL ord."




Thewifeisto submit to her husband out of respect for the
position God has given him. God is not aGod of chaos, and He
has ordained an orderly arrangement for society. Inthis
arrangement, everyone at sometime hasto submit to someone
else. Children should submit to their parents. Church members
should submit to thejoint authority of their elders. Employees
should submit to their employers. We need to respect and
submit to this entire Biblically revealed system of socia order,
preserving the honor and performing the duties belonging to
every God-ordained position of authority. When we do this, we
are submitting not only to the authority immediately over us but
also to God, who bestowed the authority and established this
social hierarchy.

When | once had adesk job asacomputer programmer back
when | wasin college, | remember displaying on my desk
Colossians 3:23, which in context istalking about a servant's
service to hismaster. Hereisthe larger passage:

"Bondservants, obey in all things your mastersaccording to
the flesh, not with eyeservice, as men-pleasers, but in
sincerity of heart, fearing God. And whatever you do, do it
heartily, asto the Lord and not to men, knowing that from
the Lord you will receive the reward of the inheritance; for
you servetheLord Christ."

When we submit to the person God hasin someway put in

authority over us, we arein amore ultimate sense submitting to
God. Weareto submit to the person God has put over us, not in
all of life but in hislegitimate sphere of authority, aslong aswe




can do so without sinning against God. Our first obligationisto
obey God. When we have to make achoice, we areto obey God
and not men. We areto submit to those God has put over usas
long as doing that does not conflict with our duty to submit to
God Himself.

| recognized this principle when | was an employee under an
employer. The same principle appliesto awife under the
authority of her husband. When she obeyshim, sheisalso
obeying God.

Wives, remember, the rule of thumb isto submit to your
husband as|ong asyou can do so without sinning against God.
Therule of thumb isnot to submit to your husband aslong as
you think heisright. There are those times when your
obligation before God isto submit to your husband even when
you know heismistaken. I'm not saying that is an easy thing to
do. I'm not saying you shouldn't respectfully inform your
husband that you disagree with him and why. But if he still
Insists on hisoriginal decision, you need to let him have his

way.

Now why should you do that? Allow meto give you two
practical reasons. Let's say your husband makesawrong
decision that endsup costing you athousand dollars. What you
need to remember isthat the order and stability of your marriage
iIsworth morethan athousand dollars.

Secondly, your husband isnot going to learn how to lead unless
you allow him to make some mistakes and to |earn from them




without your saying "1 told you so." View the thousand dol lar
loss as tuition in the school of family leadership. And pray that
God will enable you to take advantage of the situation asan
opportunity to bear the fruit of the Spirit, which islove, joy,
peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithful ness,
gentleness, self-control.

L et me also suggest away to evaluate how well you are doing
asasubmissive wife. Ephesians 5:24 says.

"Therefore, just asthe churchissubject to Christ, so let the
wivesbeto their own husbandsin everything."

Think amoment about the church in America. Thenimagine
that the church started submitting to Christ to the same degree
and with the same spirit that you submit to your husband. Ask
yourself this question: would that be good, or would that be
bad?

Husbands, here'sareminder for you from our previous sermon
on the husband'sresponsibilities. Remember that it will be much
easier for your wife to submit to your authority if you fulfill
your responsibility in marriage to love your wife sacrificialy. It
ISso much easier for awife to submit to a husband, even when
heisinerror, if she knowsthat his motives are selfless and that
he sincerely has her best interests at heart.

A wifeisto submit to her husband asto the Lord. That isour
first point thismorning. And our second point isthat sheis
responsibleto love her family.




Titus 2:4 says"admonish the young womento lovetheir
husbands, to lovetheir children, ..."

"Wait," you might say, "I thought love was the husband's special
responsibility." That istrue, but hereisapoint where alittle
knowledge of Greek ishelpful. The husband's responsibility is
agapelove; the wife'sresponsibility mentioned hereis phileo
love. And thereis adifference.

Agape loveisthe sort of loveillustrated by Christ'slove for the
church. It isnot love rooted in anatural affection aroused by the
desirability of its object. Ezekiel 16 saysthat Jehovah chose
|srael as Hiswife even though she was abandoned and bloody.
Ephesians 5 saysthat Christ chose the church to be Hisbride
even though she had spots, wrinklesand blemishes. Agape love
Isan undeserved love rooted only in the deliberate choice of the
divinewill. That isthe sort of love the husband isto havefor his
wife once he has taken his marriage vows. Hislove needsto be
an act of thewill rooted in the unconditional commitment he
made when he took hismarriage vows. Hislove needsto bea
selfless choice to sacrifice not based on any selfish motivation.

That is agapelove, loverooted in acommitment. Phileo loveis
love rooted in the affections. Y ou exercise phileo love by
developing aliking for someone or ataste for something. Some
women today cultivate ahatred for al men. The God-given
responsibility of awifeisto cultivate alove for that one
particular man, the man she married. Here isthe key to doing
this: pray for the grace to think upon your husband in
submission to Philippians 4.8:




"... whatever things are true, whatever things are noble,
whatever things are just, whatever things are pure,
whatever things are lovely, whatever things are of good
report, if thereisany virtue and if thereis anything
praiseworthy -- meditate on thesethings."

Surely there is something praiseworthy in the person and life of
the man you married. Meditate on these things, and pray for
God to cultivate an affection for him in your heart.

Thewifeisalso to love her children with the same affectionate
phileo love. Of course, God does not give all wivesthe blessing
of being amother, but all wives should view being amother asa
blessing.

Wives shouldn't be like Scarlet O'Hare in " Gone with the Wind"
who declares when Mammy istightening her corset that sheis
not having any more children for the sake of her figure. Some
couplestoday decide not to have any children because they
want more expensive cars and more el aborate vacations. Or
thereisthe extreme selfishness of a Susan Smith who drowns
her two young sons because shethinksthey areinterfering with
her social life. Such people are only short changing themselves.

Bearing children isaprivilege God has given only to women,
and He has put a special nurturing lovefor childrenin the
female heart. The Bible takes it for granted that we all
understand that the mother has a special affection for her own
children. The Bible then uses this universally understood
affection asametaphor for degp and committed concern. In
|saiah 66:13, God says,




" Asonewhom hismother comforts, so | will comfort you;

Andin 1 Thessalonians 2:7, the apostle Paul says.

"But we were gentle among you, just as anursing mother
cherishesher own children.”

More and more women today are realizing the special joys of
motherhood and the special strength of the mother-child bond.

Thewifeisto submit to her husband, to cultivate an affection
for her husband and children, and lastly sheisto managethe
househol d.

1 Timothy 5:14 saysthat she isto manage the house. Titus2:5
saysthat sheisto be ahomemaker. Thewordin 1 Timothy isa
combination of the Greek word for "house" and the Greek word
from which we get the Englisn word "despot.” Theideathereis
that sheisto bethe onewho has authority over the household.
The husband isto del egate authority over the household to his
wife the same way the Pharaoh del egated authority over Egypt
to Joseph. In Genesis49, the Pharaoh said to Joseph:

"...thereisno one as discerning and wise asyou. Y ou shall
be over my house, and all my people shall beruled
according to your word; only in regard to the throne will |
be greater than you. ... See, | have set you over all theland
of Egypt" (Genesis41:39-41).




Theword used in Titusis acombination of the Greek word for
house and the Greek word for work. Theideathereisthat sheis
to do work related to maintaining ahomefor her husband and
children. We should remember that the housewifeisengagedin
work just as surely asisthe woman who works outside the
home. Homemaking is achallenging and significant job.

Thisdoes not mean that awife cannot work outside the home.
We can see that from the description of the virtuouswifein
Proverbs31. And it doesn't mean that a husband doesn't need to
help around the house. It does mean that maintai ning the home
life of her family should be awife and mother'sfirst priority.

| can help with the work around the house, and there are jobs
around the house | can do better than my wife. Y et | must admit
thereisasuch athing asthe woman'stouch. There are things
related to homemaking that my wife can do so much better than
|. When | do them, it islike using a pipe wrench to drive a nail
or using ahammer to loosen a pipe.

We have now examined the roles of both the husband and the
wife. In general, the husband's responsibility isto love hiswife
enough to diefor her. And the wife'sresponsibility isto respect
her husband enough to livefor him.

Weadll fall short, but we need to remember that thereis
forgiveness. Christ doesforgive our sinswhen we ask Him and
trust Him. And thereisalso deliverance and empowerment. We
can do all thingsthrough Christ who strengthens us. We can
even fulfill our God-given roles as husbands and wives.




By the power of Christ, our married life can be a sweet smelling
aromaascending before the presence of God.




